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What if machines 
become conscious?

Who is responsible 
when an algorithm 

commits crime? How do I “appeal” an 
algorithm’s decision?

Will machines lead to 
mass unemployment?

Will machine learning 
reinforce bias and 

discrimination?How do you govern a 
multi-territorial 

computational system?

Will machine systems 
become powerful 
surveillance tools?

Will behavioral prediction 
erode my freedom to 

decide?
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• Erroneous/imprecise ratings 

• Missing data points 

• Long time windows 

• Inclusion of incorrect data (fake users/movies) 

• Anonymized movie titles (no meta-data)

The de-anonymization was robust to:
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When you collect data at scale, 
you implicitly know more about 
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Sexual Orientation, Political 
Preference, Mental Health, Drug 

Use, Religious Affiliation, etc.
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• Personalized advertising 

• Re-targeting 

• Insurance pricing 

• Persuasive messaging 

• Sponsored gamification 

• Political advertisements
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Is this simply a “privacy issue”?
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Power is “a potential and not an 
unchangeable, measurable and reliable 
entity like force or strength … [it] springs 
up between men when they act together 
and vanishes the moment they disperse”



Is this simply a “privacy issue”?


